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Vr. SPEAKER, 


SI have formerly had the hotwr of giving my -: "_ 

11 timents to the Hpuſe of Delegates, on the mea- 

2 — . now under their conſideration, and the mortifica- 
tion too of ſeeing thoſe ſentiments diſregarded, I ſhould 


” hardly think of lending them again the aid of my fee- 


ble exertions, if I was not too thoroughly perſuaded of 
their importance, to imagine I had done my duty ie 47 
giving them my. approbation in filence. . 
That I have every poſlible reaſon to be diſcouraged 
from the proſecution of regulations of this ſort, it W 
be folly in me to doubt; for I have more than once 
been ſorry to And, that in a country which has ſet even 
diſtant Europe i in a ferment, and laviſhed the blood of 
thouſands in defence of its liberties, againſt the en- 
croachments of an arrogant and abandoned government, 
92 cauſe of ee was yet the moſt unpopular in 
| | | which, 
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_ which Would ſeem Tuflctent to :damp, 
tinguiſh, the ardor of exertion. 
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which an advocate could appear. The alarms occaſion- 


ed by miſtaken ideas of intereſt,” the deep-rooted pre- 
judices which education has foſtered and habit matured, 


the general hereditary contempt for thoſe who are the 


objects of theſe proviſions, the common dread of inno- 
vation, and, above all, a recent defe 5 85 are obſtacles 
not entirely es ex- 


But with me theſe difficulties only . to rouſe eve- 
ry faculty of mind and body, which the occaſion de- 


> mands, and to call forth that. ſpirit of perſeverance, 
which no oppoſition can ſubdue; but that which af- 


fords me conviction of my error. 

Mr. Speaker, in my judgment, this is no common 
cauſe. If ever there were caſes which demanded par- 
liamentary interference, ſuch a are now before you. For 
the honor of human nature, for the ſake of juſtice, from 
a reſpect to the intereſts of the community, they ought 
to receive the peculiar attention, the impartial, ase. 5 
rate deciſion of the legiſlature. | 

But, while the illuſions of pride and ſelfiſhneſs, or 
the clouds of early ill-founded eee, blind us to the 


truth; while we continue to be fettered by the clogs 
gf predetermination, and obſtigate, unbending preju- 


dice; while we ſtruggle to reſiſt the force of argument, 
and wilfully ſtifle conviction in the birth, we can at 


beſt pretend to no More. than the mere mockery of i in- 
ä velligation. | 


From this body, hawever, preſume this report vil 


8 meet a better fate. They will weigh it as its import- 


ance merits, they will trace it through every labyrinth 
of its conſequences, and while they guard the public 


welfare from the danger of ill udged innovation, they 
will not forget that ſomething 1 is due to humanity, and 
the great principles of moral juſtice. Under this im- 


preſhon I ſhall. once more venture to give my ſenti- 
ments at large upon the propoſitions of the committee; 


7 and I call 5 thoſe who She, from me, to watch eye 
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y ten and I argument I adviince, and ir "_ 
can refute the one, or contradict the Toa + [ Yield: the 
point for EV er. b 

I ſhall not detain you, Sir, with! any. obſervations: on 
thoſe parts of the report which prohibit the fraudu- 
lent, 'or compulſory exportation of free blacks or mu- 
lattoes, or the exportation of flaves to the Weſt-India 
Iſlands, &c. nor on that clauſe which recommends the 
remiſſion of the penalty heretofore inflicted on certain 
offspring for the mere offence of the parens. 
Who doubts on theſe points _—_ will, in We likeli- 

hood, doubt for ever. 
I b conſider them as too evidently proper, to need il- 


_ luſtration; But there is another part of the report, 


which gentlemen either do, or affect to think leſs clear 
and obvious. This muſt be conſidered, becauſe to 
| be acceded to, it only requires to be underſtood. | 
You are called upon to ſay, Sir, whether the owner 
of a ſlave, ſhall be permitted to give him his a 
by a mode of conveyance which he may effeQually uſe 
(and at a time when it is clearly lawful for him) to 
transfer the property of that ſlave to another. 
Buy an exiſting law no ſlave can be manumitted bß 
his maſter,” during his ſaſt fickneſs, or at any time by 
laſt will and teſtament; that is, when liberty (the great 
birthright of every human creature) is to be reſtored 
do its plundered proprietor, : you muſt be careful to 
make the reſtitution at a particular time, and in one 
ſpecified manner, or your generous intentions ſhall be 
fruſtrated; but if you are deſirous of paſſing any worth⸗ 


leſs goods and chattels, you may perfect the transfer 8 


at any time, and almoſt in any way. 
I! he door to freedom is fenced about with ſuch bar- 
barbut caution, that a ſtranger would be naturally led 
to believe that our ſtateſmen conſidered the exiſtence 
of its oppoſite among us, as the ſine qua non of our 
proſperity ; or, at leaſt, that they regarded it as an act 
c of the .moſt atrocious criminality to raiſe an humble 

| 6 | bondſman 


b 5 FTE 


bannt from the duſt, and place him on the ng 


of life, on a level with their citizens. 
To diſcover the grounds of their conduct would 
ſurely be no eaſy taſk ; to ſhew that, let them be what 


they may, an enlightened legiſlature ſhould bluſſi to 5 


own them, a'ſchool-boy would have ſufficient ability. 


Mr. Speaker, iniquitous, and moſt diſhonorable to 


Maryland, is that dreary ſyſtem of partial bondage, 
which her laws have hitherto ſupported with a ſolici- 


tude worthy of a better object, and her n op . 


their practice countenancec. 

Founded in a diſgraceful raflich, to which the; pa- 
rent country lent her foſtering aid, from motives of 
| Intereſt, but which, even ſhe, would have diſdained to 


encourage, had England been the deſtined mart of 
ſuch. inhuman merchandiſe; ; its continuance is a 


ſhameful as its origin. 3 4 
Eternal infamy await the abandoned miſcreants, 
wink ſelfiſh ſouls could ever prompt them to rob un- 
happy Afric of her ſons, and freight them hither by 


thouſands, to poiſon the fair Eden of liberty with the 
rank weed of individual bondage! Nor is it more to 


the credit of our anceſtors, that they did not command 
theſe ſavage ſpoilers to bear their hateful cargo to ano- 


ther ſhore, where the ſhrine of freedom knew no vo- 


taries, and every purchaſer would at once be both a 
maſter and a fla ve. 

In the dawn of time, Mr. Speaker, when the wdgh 
feelings of barbariſm had not experienced the ſoftening 
touches of refinement, ſuch an unprincipled proſtration 
of the inherent rights of human nature would have 


needed the gloſs of an apology ; but to the everlaſting. 
reproach of Maryland, be it ſaid, that when her citi- 


Zens rivalled the nation from wherice they emigrated, 


in the knowledge of moral principles, and an enthu- 


ſiaſm in the cauſe of general freedom, they ſtooped to 


become the purchaſers of their fellow. creatures, and to 
introduce an * bondage into the boſom of their 


e 


#7 


| of being aſſiduous to deſtroy their 


- 3 „ 55 5 7 
country, which ſhould widen with every ſucceſlive ge. 
neration. 
-* + Fog my own part, I would wittingly draw the veil of 
oblivion over this diſguſting ſcene of iniquity, but 
that the preſent abject ſtate of thoſe who are deſcended 
from theſe kidnapped ſufferers, perpetually vrings it : 
forward to the memory. 
But wherefore ſhould we confine the edge of cen; | 
| fare to our anceſtors, or thoſe from whom they pur- 
chaſed? Are not we equally guilty? They ſtrewed 
around the feeds of ſlavery ; we cheriſh and ſuſtain the 
5 growth. They introduced the ſyſtem ; we enlarge, in- 
vigorate, and confirm it. Yes, let it be handed down + 
to poſterity, that the people of Maryland, who could 
fly to arms with the promptitude of Roman citizens, - 
when the hand of oppreſſion was lifted up againſt them- 
| ſelves; who could behold their country deſolated and 


their citizens ſlaughtered ; who could brave with un- 


ſhaken firmneſs every calamity of war, before they 
would ſubmit to the ſmalleſt infringement of their 
rights ; that this very people could yet fee thouſands of 
their fellow-creatures, within the limits of their territo- 
ry, bending beneath an unnatural yoke ; and, inſtead 
fackles anxious to 

_ immortalize their duration, ſo that a nation of ſlaves 
might for ever exiſt in a country where freedom i is its 


e 


Sir, it is really matter of en lie to me, that 


ttme people of Maryland do not bluſh at the very name 


of freedom. I admire that modeſty does not keep them 
ſilent in her cauſe. That they who have by the deli- 
berate acts of their legiſlature, treated her moſt obvious 
dictates with contempt ;- who have exhibited, for a long 


ſeries of years, a ſpeQacle of ſlavery which they ſtill 
are ſolicitous to perpetuate; who, not content with ex- 


poſing to the world for near a century, a ſpeaking pic- 
ture of abominable oppreſſion, are ſtill ingenious to 
e the hand of. Pg Tae from 8 it of half 
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ous partizans of freedom, cannot but aſtoniſh a perſon 


who is not caſuiſt enough to reconcile antipathies. 


For ſhame, Sir, let us throw off the maſk : tis a 
web one at beſt, and the world will ſee through it. 


Tt will not do thus to talk like philoſophers, and act 


like unrelenting tyrants; to be perpetually ſermonizing 
it with liberty for our text, and actual oppreſſion: for 
our commentary. 

But, Sir, is it impoſſible that this body ſhould feel 
for the reputation of pot bug 6 ? Is national honor 
unworthy. of conſideration? Is the cenſure of an en- 
lightened univerſe inſufficient to alarm us? It may pro- 
ceed from the ardor of youth perhaps, but the cha- 


racer of my country among the nations of the world is 


as dear to me as that country itſelf. What a motley 


. appearance mult Maryland at this moment make in 


the eyes of thoſe who view her with deliberation! 
Is ſhe not at once, the fair temple of freedom, and 
the abominable nurſery of ſlaves; the ſchool for patri- 


ots, and the foſter- mother of petty deſpots; the aſſertor 


of human rights, and the patron of wanton oppreſſion? 
Here have emigrants from a load of tyranny found an 


aſylum from perſecution, and here alſo have thoſe who 


* * 


came as rightfully free as the Winds of heaven, found 


an eternal grave | for the liberties oe themſelves and 
their poſterity ! | 

In the name of God ſhould we not attempt to wipe — 

away this ſtigma, as far as. the impreſſions of the times 


will allow. If we dare not {train legiſlative authority 


ſo as to root up the evil at once, let us do all we 


dare, and lop the exuberance of its branches. I would 
ſooner temporize than do nothing. At leaſt we ſhould ” 


ſhew our wiſhes by 


it, | 
But leſt e ſhould have no more chan 110 uſual 


weight with us, let us examine into the policy of thus 
_ perpetuating ſlavery among us, and alſo conſider this re- 


gulation in particular, Ale the operons e to 
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: Tx 
e That che reſult will be favorable to us, 1 have 
no doubt, 5 
That the Wenger che bene of this ſyſtem of 
bondage have not as yet been felt, does not prove they 
never will be. At leaft the experiment has not been 
ſufficiently made to preclude ſpeculation and conjecture. 
To me, Sir, nothing for which I have not the evidence 
of my ſenſes. is more clear, than that it will one day 
deſtroy that reverence for liberty, which is the vita 
principle of a republic. 
While a majority of your citizens are accuſtomed 
to rule with the authority of deſpots, within particular 
limits; while your Junk are reared in the habits of 
thinking that the great rights of human nature are not 
Jo ſacred but they may with innocence be trampled on, 
can it be expected that the public mind ſhould glo- 
with that generous ardor in the cauſe of freedom, 
which alone can fave a government like ours from the 
lurking. dæmon of i Do you not dread the 
contamination ef principle? Have you no alarms for 
the continuance of that ſpirit which once conducted us 
to Victory and independence, when the talons of power 
were unclaſped for our deſtruction? Have you no ap- 
prehenſions leſt when the votaries of freedom facrifice 
alſo at the gloomy altars of ſlavery, they will at length 
become apoſtates from the former? For my own part, 
I have no hope that the ſtream of general liberty will 
flow for ever, unpolluted, thro' the foul mire of par- 
tial bondage, or that they who have been habituated 
to lord it over others, will not in time be baſe enough | 
to let others lord it over them. If they reſiſt, it will 
be the ſtruggle of pride and /el/iſhneſs, not of principle. 
There is no maxim in politics more evidently juſt, 
than that laws ſhould be relative to the principle of 
government. But is the encouragement of civil ſlavery, 
by legiſlative acts, correſpondent with the principle of 
a democracy? Call that principle what you will, the 
love or Do react as defined by ſome ; of liberty, as un- 
B | GTO 
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a ſtateſman. 


(1 1 | 
derſtood by others; ſuch conduct is manifeſtly in vio- 
Wake. PTY oe 

To leave the principle. of a government to its own 
operation, without attempting either to favor or under- 
mine it, is often dangerous; but to make ſuch direct 
attacks upon it by ſtriking at its very root, is the per- 


fection of crooked policy. Hear what has been ſaid on 


this point, by the nobleſt inſtructor that ever informed 
& In deſpotic countries (ſays Monteſquieu) where 
they are already in a ſtate of political ſlavery, civil ſla- 


+» > at "ER © 


very is more tolerable than in other governments. Eve- 


ry one ought. there to be contented with neceffaries and 


with life. Hence the condition of a ſlave is hardly 
more burthenſome than that of a ſubje&, But in a 


tmonarchical . where it is of the utmoſt 


conſequence that human nature ſhould not be debaſed 


or diſpirited, there ought to be no ſlavery. In demo- 
cracies, where they are all upon an equality, and in 
ariſtocracies, where the laws ought to endeavour to 


make them ſo as far as the nature of the government 


will permit, ſlavery is contrary to the ſpirit of the con- 
ſtitution; it only contributes to give a power and lux- 


* 


Such muſt have been the ide in England, when the 
general voice of the nation demanded the repeal of the 
| a of Edward VI. two years after its paſſage, by 
which their rogues and vagabonds were to be enſlaved 
for their puniſhment. It could not have been compaſſi- 


ury to the citizens, which they gught not to poſſeſs. 


on for the culprits, that excited this averſion to the law, 


for they deſerved none. But the ſpirit of the people 
could not brook the idea of bondage, even as a penal- 


; ty judicially infficted. They dreaded its conſequences ; 
they abhorred the example; in a word, they reverenced 


public liberty, and hence deteſted every ſpecies of ſla | 


o 


Mr. Speaker, the thing is impolitic in another re- 


ſpect. Never will your country be productive; never 


e 


will its agriculture, its commerce, or its mänufactures 
flouriſh, fo long as they depend on reluctant bondſmen 
for their progreſs. | 
Even the very earth itſelf (ays fome celebrated! au- 
thor) which teems with profuſion under the cultivatin 
hand of the free-born laborer, ſhrinks into barrenneſs 
from the contaminating ſweat of a ſlave. This ſenti- 


ment is not more en beautiful than {ubſtanti- | 
_ ally juſt. | 55 


Survey the Sie Sir, where the Hand 85 TR | 
_dom-condutts the ploughſhare, and compare their pro- 
duce with yours. Your granaries in this view, appear 
like the ſtore-houſes of emmets, tho? not ſupplied with 
equal induſtry. * To trace the cauſe of this diſparity 
between the fruits of a freeman's voluntary labors, ani- 
mated by the hope of profit, and the flow-paced-efforts 
of a ſlave, who acts from compulſion only; who has no 
| incitement to exertion, but fear; no proſpect of remu- 
neration to encourage, would be inſulting the under- 
ſanding.” The cauſe and _ effect are too obvious to 
eſcape obſervation. _ 

Hence, Mr. Speaker, inſtead of emewing diele | 
and diſcouragements in the way of manumifhons, pru- 
dence and policy dictate that no opportunity ſhould be 
loſt of multiplying t dem, with 1 conſent of the 

owner. 

But objections have heretofore been made, and I 

ſuppoſe will be reiterated nen, n the docrrine * 

am contending for. | 

I will conſider them.—It hs been faid 5 Wat Freed 
men are the convenient tools of ufurpation;” and 1 
have heard alluſions made to hiſtory for the confirmati- 

on of this opinion. Let, however, the records of anci- 

ent and modern events be ſcrutinized, and J will ven- 
ture my belief, that no inſtance can be found to give 
lanction to any ſuch idea. | | 

In Rome it was clearly otherwiſe. We have the 
evidence of Tiberiws Gracchus, confirmed by Cicero, 


and, 
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in human nature. 


Cd 


nds approved by- Monteſquieu, that the incorporation 


of the freed- men into the city tribes, reanimated the 
drooping ſpirit of democracy in that republic, and 
checked the career of Patrician influence. 


So far therefore were properly - made 1 


from contributing to the downfal of Rome, that they 
| clearly ſerved to procraſtinate her exiſtence, by reſtor- 


ing that equipoiſe in the conſtitution, which an ambi 
tious ariſtocracy were perpetually laboring to deſtroy. 
How much more rational, Mr. Speaker, would it be 
to argue, that ſlayes are the fit machines. by which an 
uſurper might effect his purpoſes, and there is therefore 
nothing which a free government, ought more to dread 
than a diffuſive private bondage within its territory. 
A promiſe of manumiſſion might rouſe every bondſ- 


man to arms, under the conduct of an aſpiring leader; 


and, invited by the faſcinating proſpect of freedom, they 
might raiſe ſuch a ſtorm in Maryland, as it would be 
difficult to appeaſe. Survey. the conduct of the flayes 


who fought againſt Hannibal in the ſecond Punic war. 
| Relying on the aſſurances of the ſenate, who had em- 


bodied: them with the Roman legions, that, conqueſt 
ſhould give them liberty, not a man diſgraced himſelf 
by flight; but tho? new, perhaps, to the field of battle, 
they contended. with the reſolution of veterans. ' With 


the ſame promptitude and intrepidity would they have 


turned their arms againſt the ſenate themſelves, if the 


| fame aſſurances had been given them by any enterpriſing 


citizen who ſought their deſtruction, from motives of 
ambition or revenge. The love of liberty is inherent 
Jo ſtifle or annihilate it, tho' not 
impoſſible, is yet difficult to be accompliſhed. Eaſy 


to be wrought upon, as well as powerful and active in. 


its exertions, whereyer it is not gratified there is dan- 


ger. Gratify it, and you enſure your ſafety. Thus did 


- Sylla think, who, before he abdicated the dictatorſhip, 


gave freedom to 10,000 ſlaves, and lands to a number 
of legions. myth theſe means was he . notwithſtand- 
N ing 


"4 


5 — 7 80 citizen, in the boſom of that very copntry YH 


was ſecure in his, retirement, 


the acts of government and its citizens, they 8 no 
the deſire of revenge, to ſpread wide the horrors of de- 
ſolation, and to ſubvert the foundations of that liberty, 
of which they have never participated, and which theß 
: have only been permitted to envy in others, 


or in conſequence of its proviſions, the ſa motiver 


well as by intereſt, to ſeek the welfare of that country 


0 plundered rights, and with whoſe proſperity. their own 
is inſeparably involved. An apoſtacy from theſe prin- 


we ſuppoſe that they will reward the like bounty 3 


1 ug 1 2 pleſſing, 18 ee the moſt aſſiduous in its 


ing all his ina: a. to live ynmaleſted. 280 a 


had acted the maſt hateful deeds of cruelty and 
or. by manumitting theſe ſlaves, the . f 
ng — fidelity and attachment for ever, and dif- 
poſed them to ſup _ and, revenge his cauſe at ever? 


oflible hazard. Rame knew this, and theres. pla 


This example ſhews that ſlaves are the. proper, Day | 
tural implements of uſurpation, and therefgre a ſerious 
and alarming evil in every free community. With much 
to HOPS: for by a change, and nothing to loſe, they haye 
no fears of conſequęnces. Deſpoiled of their rights by 


checks of pity or of conſcience, but are nne by 


But where ſlaves are manumitted by „ 


which have attached them to tyrants, when the act of 
emancipation has flowed from them, would then attach 
them to government. They are then no longer the 
creatures of deſpotiſm. They are bound by gratitude, as 


from which they have deriyed the reſtoration. of their 
ciples, which form the good citizen, would, under .ſuch 
circumſtances, be next to impoſlible. When we, ſee 
freed-men ſcrupulouſly faithful to a lawleſs, abandoned 
villain, from whom they have received their liberty, can 


free government, with the turbulence of faction, or the 
ſeditious plots of treaſon ! ? He who beſt knows the va- 


preſervation; ; 


preſervation; and no man is ſo competent to judge of 


that value, as he from whom the bleſſing has been de- 


tained. Hence the man that has felt the yoke of bond- 


age muſt for ever prove the aſſertor of freedom, if he 


is fairly admitted to the equal enjoyment of its benefits. 


Jo thew, Mr. Speaker, that my idea of the danger 


ariſing from the number of ſlaves in a free government, 


a 


4 , 


is no novelty in politics, permit me once more to read 


a paſſage from Monteſquieu.*. 


The multitude of ſlaves is no grievance in a deſ- 


potic ſtate, where the political ſlavery of the whole body 


takes away the ſenſe of civil ſlavery. But in moderate 
ſtates it is a point of the higheſt importance that there 
ſhould not be a great number of ſlaves. The political 


liberty of theſe ſtates adds to the value of civil liberty, 
and he who is deprived of the latter is alſo deprived 
of the former. He ſees the happineſs of a ſociety of 
which he is not ſo much as a member; he ſees the ſe- 

curity of others fenced by laws, himſelf without any 


protection. He ſees his maſter has a ſoul that can en- 


large itſelf, while his own is conſtrained to ſubmit to a 
_ continual depreſſion. Nothing more aſſimilates a man 


to a beaſt than living among freemen, himſelf a ſlave. 


Such people as theſe are the natural enemies of the 


ſociety, and their numbers muſt be dangerous.” 


Not gradual emancipations therefore, but the ex- 


| tenſion of eivil ſlavery ought to alarm us; and in truth 
| we are the only nation upon earth, that ever conſider- 


ed the firſt as a ground of apprehenſion, or the laſt as 
nt, 88 


In England, while bondage exiſted among that en- 


lüghtened people, enfranchiſements were always encou- 


raged by Parliament, and thoſe who were entruſted 


with the adminiſtration of juſtice; and throughout all 
Europe indeed, after the introduction of Chriſtianity, 


the gloom of civil ſlavery gradually receded, as their 

horizon was enlightened by the dawn of political liber- 

| LE: ES. 
* Spirit of Laws, 


( 18 + 
7. Even in India, where climate and the nature of 
the country have of neceſſity eſtabliſhed a political deſ- 
potiſm, their ſlaves are manumitted without difficulty. 
No legiſlative reſtrictions to obſerve! No tyrannic clogs 
to ſtruggle with! Theſe were reſerved for that unhal- 
lowed æra when the rulers, in a republic produced by 
the perfection of human reaſon, ſhould forget the prin- 
ciples of their conſtitution, of that religion they pro- 
, feſs, of the eternal laws of nature, nay, the ſuggeſtions 
of common prudence. When Eaſtern deſpots ſurpaſs 
us in humanity, when India affords an evidence of juſ- 
tice, which Maryland. hefitates to exhibit, who does 
not lament the corruption of that generous ſpirit whole 
_ exertions ſo lately attracted the attention of an admir- 
nas TC ou 1 
5 But it has alſo been ſaid (and who knows but the 
ſame opinion may ſtill have its advocates?) * that na- 
ture has black-balled theſe wretches out of ſociety.” 
___ Gracious God! can it be ſuppoſed that thy almighty 
providence intended to proſcribe theſe victims of fraud 
and power, from the pale of ſociety, becauſe thou haſt 
denied them the delicacy of an European complexion! 
Is their color, Mr. Speaker, the mark of divine venge- 
ance, or is it only the flimſy pretext upon which we 
attempt to juſtify our treatment of them? Arrogant 
and preſumptuous is it thus to make the diſpenſations 
of Providence ſubſervient to the purpoſes of iniquity, 
and every ſlight diverſity in the works of nature the 
' . apology for oppreſſion. Thus acts the intemperate bi- 
got in religon. He perſecutes every diſſenter from his 
creed, in the name of God, and even rears the horrid 
fabric of an inquiſition, upon heavenly foundations. 
I like not theſe holy arguments. They are as con- 
venient for the tyrant as the patriot; the enemy as the 
friend of mankind. Contemplate this ſubject thro? the 
calm medium of philofophy, and then to know that theſe 
| | ſhackled wretches are men as well as we are, ſprung from 
the ſame common parent, and endued with equal fa- 
tle 77 
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3 


light in which this unfortunate generation are viewed 
by the people in general. Hardly do they deign to ran 
them in the order of beings, above the mere animal that 


Wk 


cultles of mind and body, is to know engugh to make 


us difdain to turn cafuiſts on their complexions, to the 


deſtruckion of their rights. The beauty of a complex- 


- 


| Jon is mere matter of taſte, and varies in different 


countries, nay, even in the fame; and thall we dare to 


ſet up this vague, indeterminate, weathercock ftand- . 


ard, as the criterion by which ſhall be decided on what 


complexions the rights of human nature are conferred; 


and to what they are denied by the great ordinances of 
the Deity? As if the Ruler of the whiverfe had made 
the darkneſs of a ſkin, the flatneſs of a noſe, or the wide- 


neſs of a mouth, which are only deformities or beauties 


as the undulating tribunal of taſte fhall determine, the 


indicia of his wrath. 


Mr. Speaker, it 1s. pitiable to reflect on the miſtaken 


grazes the field of its owner. That an humble, duſky, 


unlettered wretch that drags the chain of bondage thro?” 
the weary round of life, with no other privilege but 
that of exiſting for another's benefit, ſhould have been 
intended by heaven for their equal, they will not be- 


lieve. But let me appeal to the intelligent mind, and 
aſk; in what reſpe& are they our inferiors? Tho? they 
have never been taught to tread the paths of ſcience, 
or embelliſh human life by literary acquirements ; tho” 


they cannot ſoar into the regions of taſte and ſentiment, 


or explore the ſcenes of philoſophical reſearch, is it to 
be inferred that they want the power, if the yoke of 
ſlavery did not check each aſpiring effort, and clog the 
ſprings of action? Let the kind hand of an aſſiduous 
care mature their powers, let the genius of freedom 


excite to manly thought and liberal. inveſtigation, we 


ſhould not then be found to monopolize the vigor of 


fancy, the delicacy of taſte, or the ſolidity of ſcientific _ 


endowments. Born with hearts as ſuſceptible of vir- 
tuous impreſſions as our own, and with minds as capa- 


e 


> 


N 


£m 


bie el benefiting by improvement, they are n 5 
ſpects our equals by nature; and he who thinks other- 
wiſe has never reflected, that talents, however great, 


may periſh unnoticed and unknown, unleſs auſpicious 
circumſtances conſpire to draw them forth, and animate 
their exertions in the round of knowledge. As well 
might you expect to ſee the bubbling fountain gulh 
from the burning ſands of Arabia, as that the inſpiration. 


of genius or the enthuſiaſtic glow. of ſentiment ſhould . 


rouſe the mind which has yielded its elaſticity to habi- 
tual ſubjection. Thus the ignorance and the vices of 


= 


theſe wretches are ſolely the reſult of ſituation, and 


therefore no evidence of their inferiority. Like the 
flower whoſe culture has been neglected, and periſhes 
amidſt permitted weeds e' er it opens its bloſſoms to the 
ſpring, they only prove the imbecility of human na- 
| res unaſſiſted and oppreſſed. Well has Cowpe 


. "Tis liberty alone which gives the flower 
* Of fleeting life its luſtte and perfume, 
8 ee we are Weees without . | 


| Tasx, page 134- 


5 it has 3 * f 15 that manumitted ſlaves 
will be, as in many inſtances they have been, nuiſan- 


ces in the community.“ 1 know not of inſtances of 


this kind in number. ſufficient to juſtify a general infer- 
ence to the prejudice of the blacks : but even if they 
exiſt, the argument has no weight, for it is founded on 
What is not peculiar to theſe people, but, from an im- 


ſaid, 


perfect adminiſtration of criminal juſtice, is equally ap- 
plicable to their whiter neighbours. Will any one pre- 


tend that they alone merit this imputation? Extend it 
do your white citizens in the ſame proportion, and you 
will not cenſure uncharitably. I would not give a ſtraw 
to chooſe between them. That many of them will be 
idle, and roguiſhly inclined, is certain, but they will de 


kept in countenance, Sir. That the majority will be 


| honeſt and induſtrious is as probable as the contrar 


% 
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| 1 would truſt them as ſoon as the common ru of eur 
people; in general, ſooner; becauſe the plain, ſimple 
method of life to which they have been accuſtomed, 
ſeperſedes the neceſſity of much, and the little they 
want, their habits of labor will render it ealy to ſupply; 
and becauſe the terror of the law operates ſtronger up- 
on their minds, than on the minds of thoſe who have 

been long hackneyed in the world. They have alſo 
the ſame inducement to induſtry with others, and 1 

ſee no reaſon for ſuppoſing they will be lazier. 


Thus have I anticipated and anſwered ſuch objections 


as have come to my knowledge, againſt manumiſſion in 


general. A variety have alſo Bo ſtarted to this particu- 15 


lar mode. Theſe too ſhall be examined. 


As to ſuch as reſpect ſuperannuated ſlaves, and the 


injury to creditors, the bill may contain the remedy. 
Jet the bequeſt be conſidered in the nature of a /pe- 
_ cific legacy, to depend on the fact of affets; and let all 
manumiſſions of flaves above fifty years vid, be declared 
void, and the executors bound to indemnify the county. 


But another objection occurs, which may deſerve a 


more particular reply, becauſe againſt that there can be 
no adequate proviſion. “ Teſtators ma impoveriſh 
their families by inconſiderate manumiſſions in their 
laſt ſickneſs. They may be frightened by preachers, 


refined moraliſts, and others, when the mind 1s eaſily 
alarmed and incapable of its uſual reſiſtance.” I an- 


- ſwer, Sir, that if emancipations can be effected 20115 
* the owner”s 8 0 while his underſtanding is legally 
competent to the act, I care not thro* what medium; 
fraud excepted. Should he reduce his family to beg- 
gary by it, I ſhould not be one to repine at the deed. 
1 ſhould glory i in the cauſe of their diſtreſs, while I wiſh- 
ed them a more honeſt patrimony. Sir, the children 
have no claim to the property of the parent, except as 
the law caſts it on them; and therefore you violate no 
rule of moral juſtice in allowing him to transfer it in 
'I Fu life-time. You do 2 their claim to be barred by 
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oF 
the will of PIs 8 in every inſtance but this; an 
inſtance which deſerves more to be within the rule than 


any other that can be mentioned, becauſe the pro * 


being founded in iniquity, can't be too eaſily defeated, 0 


But I much fear that this common apprehenſion will not 


be verified in practice. Families will take care that theſe 


preaching gentry ſhall have as little acceſs as poſſible, to 
the perſon — whom they have expectations. They will 
not permit him, if they can avoid it, to elgſe his life with 
the nobleſt act of juſtice that can dignify the man or cha- 
racterize the Chriſtian, The importunate zealot will 
: oe leſs employment than is expected; leſs than I with 


We have alſo been told 6. chat manumiffions by laſt 
produce the untimely death of the maker, 
1 e that they are provided for in the will, 
may deſtroy their maſter to prevent a revocation, and 
haſten the completion of the bequeſt,” Tis ſtrange to 
tell, but J haye known this objection relied on; and 
yet it is plain that it applies with equal force to ever 
deviſe whatſoever, let the ſubject be what it may, or 
the deviſee as white as the ſnows of heaven. Who is 
there can diſcriminate? I wiſh to hear a diſtinction at- 
tempted. I would draw one myſelf if I was able. 
Once more; it has been 9 ee that ſuch humane 
proviſions in favor of ſlaves will diminiſh their value, 
by rendering them turbulent, diſobedient, and unruly, 
Far different, Mr. Speaker, was the idea of a man 
| Whole name and whoſe opinions cannot be too often 
repeated; a man whoſe greatneſs of ſoul, and profound 
| diſcernment, beaming 1 in every page of his works, have 
deſervedly acquired him the admiration of his cotem- 
poraries and poſterity. I mean Monteſquieu. Let thoſe, 
who hold this opinion, read the Spirit of Laws, with 
their. underſtandings open to conviction, and, if they 
till retain this ſentiment, I ſhall deſpair of producing 
| their converſion. And yet, Sir, I cannot help remark- 
ing, that t gentleneſs and e are the parents of 
£2 | | _ - conciliation ; i; 
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but ſtubbornneſs and obllinzey, he el. 


eas of cauſeleſs barbarity. The more mild and equi- 


table our laws upon this fubject, the eafier the fituation 
of our flaves. And can it bs believed, that to better 
their ſituation will make them more. difconter te | 


with 
it? Is it probable that to aboliſh one fad conſequence 
of their bondage, will give additional weight to their 
ſhackles? Is the fpirit of acquieſcence ] known only in the 
gloomy regions of deſpair ; or is it rather to be found 
where the cheerful rays of hope diffuſe their ſoothi! 
influence? Lock back for examples to the republics of 
Athens and of Sparta. Never did the ſedition of her 
flayes diſturb the tranquillity of the former; becauſe the 
lenity, the juſtice if her regulations with reſpect to 
them, ereelnded the poſſibility of a murmur. But the 
ſlaves of Sparta made that republic a perpetual ſcene of 
commotion, becauſe in conſidering them as /aves, the 
republic forgot that they were men. In addition to thefe 
obſervations it may be remarked, that the law in queſti- 


on has not always exifted in this ſtate; and who is it 
Will contend that our ſlaves are more traQtable now than 
before its paſſage? In Pennſylvania, where they have 


gone to a prodigious extent towards the total abolition 
of ſlavery, have they felt theſe evils : at which gentle- 


| men affect to be ſo alarmed ? 


J have heard of no objections, except thofe I have : 


| already noticed, againſt the report upon the table, and 


I can foreſee no more. If there are'any not yet ſtated, 
I requeſt the enemies to this meaſure to diſcloſe them 


now.  Toffer myſelf ready to anfwer them, or to yea 


to be a proſelyte to their opinion if I cannot. 
Till then, Sir, let the ſubject reſt with the Houſe, 
upon its obvious merits. What will be their determi- 


nation, I know not. What it ought to be, 1 have, at 
preſent, no doubt. You are not called upon, at this 
time, to compel an emancipation of your ſlaves. For 
- ſuch a meaſure I am no advocate, however proper it 


Mient be upon e or if the temper of the people 
ae 
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2p * allow: ov things are times bajo belt W 

cannot with propriery be enacted.) Thus ſtands the 
queſtion at preſent. - A former legiſlature has created 
a barrier to the courſe of voluntary liberation. They 
have forbid a manumiſſion by laſt will and teſtament, 
or in any manner during the laſt ſickneſs of the owner; 
a time when the heart is moſt powerfully diſpoſed to be 
generous and juſt. They have deſtroyed almoſt the on- 
3 y theſe wretches can have of regaining the 
on to which Se m nature. have given aan” 2 

title, They have up an inſuperable 
| againſt the gentle current of humanity, to the addith- 
onal injury of thoſe whom they had already injured be- 
yond the reach of juſtification. All this they have 
done without one rational inducement; without even 
policy to plead in its extenuation. Shall you, then, 


_- whoſe councils the breath of freedom has heretofore in- 


ſpired; whoſe: citizens have been led by Providence to 
conqueſt as glorious as unexpected, in the ſacred cauſe 
of human nature; whoſe government is founded on the 
never-· mouldering baſis of equal right; ſhall you, I fay, 


1 behold this wanton abuſe of legiſlative authority; this 


ſhameful diſregard of every moral and religious obliga- 
tion; this flagrant act of ſtrained and unprovoked cru- 
elty, and not attempt redrels, when redreſs is ſo caſy 


to be effected? 


Often, Mr. Speaker, has the public 8 reien 
the wants of ſuffering merit, when the bounty of go- 
vernment was hardly reconcileable with juſtice; but you 
have now ſubmitted to your conſideration, a caſe where 
the finer feelings of benevolence may be gratified, and 
right and juſtice add their ſanction to the meaſure, 
while the community ſuſtains no damage. Yours, too, 

will be the gratitude of the millions whom this day's 
- Vote may give to breathe the air of freedom; yours the 
flattering approbation of the friends of mankind ; and 
Fours the pleaſing « conſciouſneſs of having, under Fo. in- 

e uence 
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TO the foregoing there was a ſhort ls in which 
no new' objections were ſtarted. Indeed, only two of 
the before-mentioned were inſiſted on; ; the one ref peq= 
ing the impoveriſhment of families, and that reſpecting 
the dangerous ſituation of the 1 liberating by will, 
if the ſlave ſhould diſcover it. Mr. Pinkney an wered | 
the member: but, as he only enlarged on, and treated 
more extenſively what he had already advanced on theſe 
points, by anticipation, it is needleſs to report his an- 
„„ JFC 

The queſtion being put on the ſeveral clauſes i in the 
report, the Houſe concurred with every part, except 
that which prohibits the ee of ſlaves to the 
Weſt-Indies, &c. dd core ds 

The whole, however, was afterwards (late i in the ſeſ- 
ſion, when ſeveral friends to the report had left the 
Houſe) loſt in the ſhape f a 
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